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Introduction

‘Harriet Smith has no_family and no money. Robert Martin was a good
match for her, Emma. Until she met you, she thought of nothing better
for herself, but you have filled her head with ideas of high society and of
how beautiful she is.

Emma Woodhouse is beautiful, clever and rich. She has never
thought of getting married herself. Instead, she amuses herself by
trying to arrange marriages between her friends and neighbours.
But Emma makes a lot of mistakes and causes more problems
than happy marriages. Because she is so busy trying to arrange
other people’s lives, will she lose her own chance of happiness?

Jane Austen was born in 1775, the daughter of a vicar. She had
six brothers and one sister, Cassandra, who was her greatest
friend. Her home was in Hampshire in the south of England and
she lived there for most of her life.

She began writing short stories when she was sixteen but she
did not write her first book, Sense and Sensibility, undl 1811.
There were five more books. Emma came out in 1816 and many
people think it her best work. Sense and Sensibility, Pride and
Prejudice (1813) and Persuasion (1817) are three of her books on
the list of Penguin Readers. Her books have always been popular
- and recently many people have been introduced to her stories for
the first time through films for the cinema and television.

Although she wrote a lot about falling in love, Jane Austen
never married. She died in Cassandra’s arms in 1817, when she
was forty-one years old.
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Chapter 1 An Offer of Marriage

Emma Woodhouse was beautiful, clever and rich. She lived
sixteen miles from London in the village of Highbury and at
nearly twenty-one years old she thought her life was perfect. But
nothing stays the same for ever and even the most perfect life
must sometimes change.

Emma was the younger of two daughters but only she lived
with her father at the family home. Her sister Isabella lived in
London with her husband and five children.

Emma’s mother died when she was only five, and so her father
found Miss Taylor to live with them at Hartfield and look after
his two daughters. Miss Taylor became their teacher and friend
and, even after Emma had grown up and didn’t need Miss Taylor
as a teacher any longer, she continued to live with them and was
part of the family.

But Emmas comfortable life changed when Miss Taylor
decided to get married to Mr Weston. Although his house —
called ‘Randalls’ — was very near Emma’, she soon realised there
would be a great difference between a Miss Taylor at Hartfield
and a Mrs Weston half a mile from Hartfield. And so Emma and
her father were left alone together, both wishing that Miss Taylor
was still there too. :

“What a pity Mr Weston ever thought of Miss Taylor, said Mr
Woodhouse, sadly. j

‘I cannot agree, Papa. They are very happy together, and I am
happy for them. And we shall see them often. They will come
here to Hartfield and we shall visit them at Mr Weston’s house.
We shall always be meeting. '

But although Emma tried to make her father feel happier, she
was just as sad as him.




As they sat together playing cards on the evening after Miss
Taylor’s wedding, their friend Mr Knightley came to visit them.
His brother John was Isabella’s husband and he had just returned
from their home in London. =

‘How was the wedding? Who cried the most?’

‘Everybody was on time and looked their best; said Emma,
‘And there were no tears

‘But I know how sad you must feel, Emma, said Mr
Knightley.

“Yes, but I am happy that I made the match myself, four years
ago. People said Mr Weston would never marry again, but [ saw
the possibility of love, said Emma.

‘And now Miss Taylor has left us’ said Mr Woodhouse. ‘So
please do not make any more matches that might break up our
circle of friends and family, Emma’

Mr Knightley did not agree with Emma.

‘I cannot see why you think you succeeded. It was no more
than a lucky guess, he said.

But Emma would not listen. She was sure it was because of
her help that Miss Taylor had married Mr Weston, and now she
had the idea of making another match.

‘Mr Elton, the vicar — he is such a good and handsome man,
everybody says so. And today, in the church, I sould see that he
would like it very much if it was his wedding. I wish I could help
to find him a wife!

‘Leave him to choose his own wife, laughed Mr Knightley.
‘He is twenty-seven and can take care of himself’

3
Mr Woodhouse often invited his neighbours to Hartfield for an
evening spent playing cards. Emma was happy to entertain their

friends, although many of them were closer in age to her father
~than to her. But on one of these evenings Emma was luckier
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because one of their neighbours brought a young friend with her.

Seventeen-year-old Harriet Smith had been a pupil at the
school in Highbury and was still living there with the head
teacher because she had no living family. Harriet was very pretty
and she and Emma immediately became friends. Harriet was
very impressed. She thought Emma was wonderful and the
surroundings of Hartfield were much better than she was used to.
Emma liked Harriet a lot and wanted to introduce her into good
society, but first she would have to help by teaching Harriet a few
things. She decided this was a very kind and thoughtful plan.

After that evening, Harriet spent a lot of time at Hartfield and
she and Emma were often together. Harriet told Emma about
her schoolfriend Elizabeth Martin and her family, who she had
stayed with in the summer. Emma heard about the Martins’ farm
and as she listened she began to realise that Mr Robert Martin
was not the father of the family, but the son. And he was single.

“Tell me about Mr Robert Martin, Emma said and Harriet did
tell her. He was kind and clever, she said, and she liked him a lot.
Emma thought a farmer was a most unsuitable friend for Harriet
and knew Mr Elton, the vicar, would be a much better husband.
She turned their conversation away from Robert Martin.

‘If you compare him to other young men you will certainly
see a difference. For example, Mr Elton is a perfect gentleman.,
Did I tell you what he said about you the other day?’ she asked,
and told Harriet how beautiful he thought she was. Harriet was
very pleased and suddenly seemed to want to talk less about Mr
Martin.

‘I think Mr Elton likes you a lot. Remember how he wanted
me to paint a picture of you? And how he sighed over it when I
had finished?”

The painting had been Emma’s idea at first but when he heard
about it, Mr Elton was immediately enthusiastic and thought it a
very good suggestion. Emma painted Harriet in the garden and
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Mr Elton wanted to watch. But he walked about so much and
asked so many questions that it became difficult for Emma to
think about painting and for Harriet to think about standing still.
Finally, Emma asked him to sit down and read something to
them.

When the picture was finished Mr Elton thought it looked
exactly like Harriet, but not everyone agreed.

“The picture is a little too beautiful around the eyes, said Mrs
Weston.

‘Not at all!” replied Mr Elton. ‘Miss Smith is just as beautiful as
Miss Woodhouse has painted her’

Mr Knightley knew Emma very well and was always honest
with her. He said, “You’ve made her too tall, Emma.’

‘Oh, no, said Mr Elton. ‘Not too tall. Exactly right in my
opinion.’

That was when Emma first began to see the possibility of a
match between them and had great hopes that it would happen.
Then Harriet had started talking about Robert Martin and Emma
worried that he might spoil her match-making plans.

The next day she met Harriet in Highbury village and heard
some unwelcome news.

‘Miss Woodhouse, said a very excited Harriet, Mr Martin has
written to ask me to marry him!?

She showed Emma the letter and she agreed it was certainly a
very good letter.

‘So good that [ wonder whether his sister helped him to write
it, she said.

‘How shall I reply?’ Harriet asked.

‘I cannot tell you — it must be your own letter; Emma replied.
‘But I am sure you will write it so that he will not be too
unhappy’

‘So you think I should refuse him, said Harriet sadly, looking
down.

¥

That was when Emma first began to see the possibility
of a match between Harriet and Mr Elton.

‘I shall not advise you. This is something you must decide
yourself’ '

Harriet was silent. She looked at the letter again. ‘I had no idea
he liked me so much, she said.

Emma decided she must speak to save Harriet from an
unsuitable marriage.

‘Harriet, if you doubt your answer, of course you should
refuse him. If you cannot say “yes” immediately you must say
S0 :
“Then I will refuse. Do you think I am right?’

‘Perfectly, dearest Harriet. And remember, Mr Martin is only a
farmer — he is not your equal or mine. If you married him, I
could never visit you, said Emma.

Harriet’s letter was written and sent. She was a little quiet all
evening and once she said she hoped Mr Martin and his sisters
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were not too sad. Emma tried to help her and started talking
about Mr Elton again. .

‘We shall see him tomorrow, Harriet. He will come into this
room and look at your picture again, and’ sigh as he always does
when he sees it

Harriet smiled and became happier.

¢

When Mr Knightley and Emma were in the gardens at Hartfield
the next day he spoke to her about Harriet.

‘I congratulate you, Emma. She was always a pretty girl but
you have taught her a lot. I think your friend may get some news

today that will make her happy’

EMTRE A it

When Mr Knightley and Emma were in the gardens at Hartfield
the next day he spoke to her about Harriet.
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Emma thought at first that Mr Elton might have said
something to Mr Knightley but then he continued.

‘Robert Martin asked my opinion of her, was she too young
to marry? Was it too soon to ask her? I advised him to ask. He’s
very much in love with her’ ’

‘He has already asked, said Emma, ‘and she has refused him.

“What? She is a very foolish gitl. Are you sure?’

‘Of course, I saw her answer.

Mr Knightley became angry with her.

‘Saw it! You mean you wrote it! I think this was your idea,
Emma. :

‘It was not, but I believe that, although he is a very pleasant
young man, he is not Harriet’s equal’

‘Harriet Smith has no family and no money. This was a good
match for her. Until she met you, she thought of nothing better
for herself, but you have filled her head with ideas of high society
and of how beautiful she is. She was happy enough with the
Martins in the summer’

Emma was unhappy because he was so angry with her, but she
would not agree that she had been wrong,.

‘Now she knows what gentlemen are, she sees him differently.
Now she is looking for something better”

‘Remember, Emma, sensible men do not want silly wives.
Harriet may not have another chance to marry; he replied. He
started to walk away from her.

‘And if you were thinking of Mr Elton for Harriet, it will not
work. He is a good vicar and a good man but he will look for
money and good farﬁilj} in a wife’

Emma laughed. ‘1 am not trying to make a match for Harriet
with Mr Elton, she said, hoping that Mr Knightley would stop
being angry and stay.

‘Believe me, Emma, Mr Elton will choose sensibly; he said
over his shoulder.‘Good morning to you’
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Chapter 2 A Second Offer

Mr Knightley was so angry that it was some time before he went
to Hartfield again. When Emma saw him’again she could see that
he had not forgiven her and she was sorry about that.

But she thought her plan was succeeding. Every time Mr
Elton met Harriet and Emma he sighed a little more and Emma
was certain he really did love Harriet.

Harriet was making herself a little book of poems, and some
of the people she knew had suggested their favourites for the
book. One day Emma told Mr Elton about it and then she said,
‘Perhaps you could write something for Harriet’s book? You are
so clever it will be easy for you’

‘I'm sure I couldn’t do it, he replied, but the next day he
called at Hartfield and left a paper with a short poem written on
it. It was addressed to Miss —.

‘He means it for you of course, said Emma.

They read the poem together and saw that it was a very pretty
love poem. Harriet was delighted with it.

‘Mr Elton! He really is in love with me!” she sighed.

The poem was read to Mr Woodhouse and he said it was
probably the best they had found. Then he started talking about
Isabella.

‘She is coming next week, and they will all be here for
Christmas.

“We must ask Mr and Mrs Weston to dinner while they are
here, Papa. And Harriet must come as often as she can, said
Emma. ‘You will love my nieces and nephews, Emma said to
Harriet, ‘and 1t will be a Christmas to remember.

¢

The next day, Emma had to visit a poor sick family in the village
and Harriet went with her. The road to their little house passed
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the church and then later Mr Elton’s house and for a moment
they stopped to look at it. It was the first time Harriet had seen
where Mr Elton lived.

“What a sweet house!” said Harriet.

*And there you and your book of poems will go one day. Then
I shall often walk this way, replied Emma.

They continued their walk and visited the family. Emma was a
very kind young lady and she took them food and clothes for the
children and tried to help as much as she could.

As they started their walk back to Hartfield, they met Mr
Elton just as he was coming out of his house and he asked if he
could walk with them.

Emma wanted to let Harriet and Mr Elton walk together
without her and so she stopped and bent down to check her
boot. They walked on and seemed to be having an interesting
conversation. Emma tried to keep a long way behind but soon
they stopped, turned and waited for her to catch up with them.
She had hoped Mr Elton might take the opportunity to tell
Harriet he loved her, but he didn’t.

‘He is very careful, she thought.‘He will not tell her until he
is sure she loves him.”-

But although she did not succeed with that plan, she was certain
they had moved a little closer to the great day of their marriage.

*

Isabella, John Knightley and their children arrived at Hartfield
the week before Christmas. Mr Woodhouse was delighted to see
them all again and the family were happy to be together. They
talked about their friends in Highbury and of course they talked
about Mr and Mrs Weston.

‘Do you see Mrs Weston often?’ asked Isabella.

‘Not as often as I would like, and she always goes away again,
said Mr Woodhouse sadly.




‘But remember poor Mr Weston! She must go now that she is
married, Papa,’ laughed Emma.

‘And what about the young man, Mr Weston’s son? Has he
been to see his father since the wedding?’ asked John Knightley.

Everyone in Highbury knew about Mr Weston’s son, Frank,
but nobody had seen him. Several times he had said he was
coming but each time something had happened to stop the visit.

Frank’s aunt and uncle, Mr and Mrs Churchill, had adopted
him when his mother died. He was only a baby and it seemed to
Mr Weston at the time that it was the best thing to do. The
Churchills had no children of their own and Frank took their
family name. But Mrs Churchill was very jealous and wanted to
keep Frank for herself. Although Frank saw his father once a year
in London, he had not yet met his new wife.

If Frank Churchill finally did come to Highbury it would be
very exciting for Mr and Mrs Weston, and for the whole village.
Everybody looked forward to meeting him, especially Emma.

Mr Woodhouse told Isabella, ‘I have seen a letter he wrote to
Mrs Weston and he seems a very pleasant young man. [ am
only sorry he is not here now, so that you could meet him, my

dear.

L

Mrs Weston invited all the family to Randalls for dinner on
Christmas Eve* and Harriet, Mr Knightley and Mr Elton were
asked to join them. Two carriages were going from Hartfield and
Mr Woodhouse arranged to meet Mr Elton at his house and take
him to Randalls with them.

The day before, Harriet became ill with a cough and a bad
throat and so she could not go. Emma explained to Mr Elton and
he said he was very sorry that Harriet was ill. Emma thought he

* Christmas Eve: The day before Christmas Day — December 24th
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might be so unhappy that he would not go to Randalls without
Harriet but he surprised her.

‘It is a pity our friend cannot join our little party but I am
looking forward to the evening, he told her. “We must hope she
will soon feel better”

Emma thought it strange that he was not more worried but
she said nothing. During the journey, he was quite happy and
even joked a little. He seemed to have forgotten poor Harriet
and was obviously enjoying himself.

When they arrived at Randalls, Emma was surprised to find
Mr Elton at her side most of the time. She heard Mr Weston
telling the others something about Frank, but because Mr Elton
was talking to her she could not hear everything.

Emma had an interest in Frank Churchill, although she had
never met him. They were about the same age and because their
two families were now joined in marriage it seemed to her that
he was the man she should marry. She thought Mr and Mrs
Weston had probably had the same idea, perhaps her father also.

At dinner she was sitting next to Mr Weston, and far from Mr
Elton, so she had a chance to ask about Frank.

‘I should like to see two more people here tonight — your
friend Miss Smith and my son, he said. ‘Did you know we had
another letter from him this morning? He will be with us in a
fortnight. Mrs Weston doubts it, but I am sure he will come this
tume. _

‘If you think he will come, I shall think so too, said Emma.
She hoped he was right because she wanted to meet Frank very
much.

The evening at Randalls was a very pleasant one and, as they
left for home, it started to snow.

Mr Woodhouse, Isabella and John all rode in the first carriage,
and so Emma and Mr Elton were alone in the second. They had
just driven through the gates and reached the road when
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The evening at Randalls with the Westons was

a very pleasant one.

suddenly Mr Elton jumped up from his seat to sit next to Emma
and took her hand in his. She immediately moved across the
carriage.

‘Mr Elton! What are you thinking of? Please stop this
minute!” cried Emma, afraid that he had drunk too much of Mr
Weston’s excellent wine. But Mr Elton would not stop. He said
he loved her and he would die if she refused to marry him. Again
he moved next to Emma and again she moved away.

‘I cannot understand this, said Emma. ‘Surely it is Miss Smith
you love, not me!”

‘Miss Smith? How can you think that?” he asked.

‘But the painting — and the poem. Explain yourself, Mr Elton.

‘Miss Smith means nothing to me. I thought the artist was
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wonderful, not the subject. And the poem was for you.! Mr Elton
tried to take Emma’s hand again. ‘Miss Smith 1s a pretty, pleasant
girl and [ wish her well, but my visits to Hartfield have been for
you only’ .

Emma was so surprised that she did not know what to say. M
Elton tried to take her hand again.

“Your silence makes me think that you always understood me;
he said.

“Then I see we have both made a mistake. I do not wish you
to have any interest in me, Mr Elton, and 1 do not intend to
marry anyone at present.”

After that they sat silently until the carriage stopped outside
Mr Elton’s house and he got out. They both said a cold ‘good
night’ and the carriage drove Emma home to Hartfield, where
the family were waiting for her.

Chapter 3 Mr Elton’s Choice

That night it was difficult for Emma to sleep. For herself, she did
not worry about what had happened in the carriage with Mr
Elton, but she felt very sad for Harriet.

‘Harriet has grown to like this man and then to love him, she
thought, ‘and it was because of me

She remembered what Mr Knightley had said to her about
him, that day in the garden. ‘Mr Elton will choose sensibly, he
had said, and now it seemed he was right. He had not wanted
Harriet, had never thought about her as a wife. All the time it had
been Emma he wanted. But she knew the first and worst mistake
had been hers. It was wrong and foolish to try to bring two
people together and she was ashamed of herself.

‘It was enough that I talked her out of love with Mr Martin.
There, at least, I was right, she thought.
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The next day, Emma was pleased to see a lot of snow outside.

This was a good thing because it meant she could not go to
church and see Mr Elton, or go to yisit Harrlet, and none of

them could meet. The snow stayed for several days after

Christmas and the only visitor to Hartfield was Mr Knightley.

As soon as the snow disappeared, Isabella, John and the
children went back to London. The same evening, a letter arrived
for Mr Woodhouse from Mr Elton. It said he was leaving
Highbury the next day and going to Bath to spend a few weeks
with friends. There was no message in the letter for Emma and
she was a little angry about that, but also pleased he was going
away. She knew the next thing she must do was to speak to
Harriet and tell her everything.

Harriet cried, but she did not blame Emma at all for what had
happened. They went back to Hartfield together and Emma tried
very hard to make Harriet feel better, but she knew only time
could help her to forget. Perhaps when Mr Elton returned they
might all be able to meet without feeling embarrassed.

4

Mr Frank Churchill did not come. He wrote a letter of excuse
and in it he said, I hope to come to Randalls quite soon.

Both Mr and Mrs Weston were very sorry but they decided
perhaps the spring was a better time to visit and maybe he could
stay for a longer time then.

Emma gave Mr Knightley the news and blamed the
Churchills, especially his aunt. Mr Knightley did not agree.

‘If he wanted to sec his father, he could come. He is twenty-
three or -four — at that age it is not impossible. A short time ago
he was in Weymouth, so he can leave the Churchills when he
wants to, he said.

‘It may not be easy for him all the time. His aunt and uncle may

need him at home. Why do you dislike him so much?” asked Emma.
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‘I neither like nor dislike him because we have never met. But
I cannot understand why this is so difficult for him. He seems a
very weak young man.

“We shall never agree about that, said Emma. ‘Perhaps he is
just a kind and gentle man. Perhaps he does not want to make his
aunt unhappy’

‘He is certainly very good at writing letters and making
excuses. But Mrs Weston must feel very insulted because he has
not come to meet her”

Emma knew Mr Knightley was becoming angry about Frank
Churchill and she could not understand why.

‘I believe he will come soon, she said. ‘And when he does,
everyone in Highbury will be very excited. We are all interested
and want to meet him

‘Oh? I never think of him from one month to another, was all
Mr Knightley said.

4

Emma and Harriet were out walking one morning and in
Emma’s opinion had talked enough about Mr Elton for one day.
Harriet could not forget him and still loved to hear his name.
They were near the house where some old friends lived and
Emma decided a visit to them may help Harriet to think about
other things.

Mrs and Miss Bates loved to have visitors and Emma did not
call at their house as often as she knew she should. They were quite
poor but there was always tea and cake and a warm welcome for
their visitors. Miss Bates loved to talk and because her old mother
was deaf she repeated conversations by shouting at her.

They were delighted to see Emma and Harriet and made
them sit near the fire and have tea with them. They asked Emma
sbout their old friend Mr Woodhouse and were happy when she
said he was in very good health.

15




‘Have you heard from Miss Fairfax recently?’ asked Emma,
hoping they had not just received a letter.

Jane Fairfax was Miss Batess niece. Her parents had died when
she was young and she had come to Highbury to live with her
grandmother and aunt. But then, an old friend of her father’s, a
Mr Campbell, had offered to look after her and Jane had gone to
live with his family. Mr and Mrs Campbell had a daughter the
same age as Jane and they were a rich family, so Jane was very
lucky. Mrs and Miss Bates were very sad when she left Highbury
but they knew it was much better for her to live in London with
the Campbell family. She wrote to her aunt and grandmother
regularly, and sometimes came to stay with them.

Emma and Jane Fairfax were about the same age and they
knew each other but they were never friends. Miss Bates liked to
tell everyone in Highbury about Jane because they were
generally interested in her. Only Emma was not interested. She
was bored with Jane’s letters and hearing all about her life, but
Miss Bates was a very kind lady and she knew it was polite to ask.

“We had a letter just this morning. Jane is coming to stay next
week!

‘How lovely for you! And how long will she stay?’

~ ‘For three months at least — and we are so excited, Miss
Woodhouse, said Miss Bates. ‘I said we are very excited!” she
shouted at her mother.

‘The Campbells are going to Ireland and because Jane has had
a bad cold recently she decided not to travel with them, she
explained. ‘Now, let me read you the whole letter, Miss
Woodhouse.

But although she knew it was not polite to go so suddenly,
Emma did not want to stay and hear the letter.

‘I am so sorry, but we must go now; she said. ‘My father will
be waiting for us.

Emma and Harriet left the house, although Miss Bates tried
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very hard to make them stay a few more minutes. They promised
w0 return the next week when Jane was there, and Emma invited
Mrs and Miss Bates to come to Hartfield with Jane for an
evening of music.

L 4

" The evening at Hartfield was pleasant and everyone enjoyed the

music. Mr Knightley was invited, also Harriet and Mr and Mrs
Weston, so there was quite a big party. Both Jane and Emma sang
and played the piano, but Jane was much better. Emma tried to
suske conversation with her but she always found it difficult
because Jane was quiet and a lictle cold. She often seemed
wnfriendly and Emma did not know why.

As she tried to find something to say, she remembered Miss
Bates telling her that Jane had spent some time the summer

. before in Weymouth.

Hartfield was pleasant and everyone
enjoyed the music.
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‘Did you meet Mr Frank Churchill? I understand he was also
in Weymouth last summer’

“Yes, we were introduced, said Jane.

“Tell me about him. Was he handsome?’

‘People seem to think so.” J\

‘And sensible? Interesting? Clever?’ ; |

But Jane told her nothing. ‘It is difficult to say, we did not meet |
often. He is very polite, was all she said. Emma was not at all
satisfied with that, and disliked Jane more than before.

¢

The next day, the same news came to Hartfield from two
different people, first Mr Knightley, then Miss Bates. Mr Elton
was going to be married. |

Emma was surprised, it was only four weeks since he had left
Highbury.

‘He 1s marrying a Miss Hawkins of Bath. That is all I know;
said Miss Bates. ‘A new neighbour for us all Miss Woodhouse!
My mother is so pleased!”’

‘We are all pleased, of course, said Emma, without looking at |
Mr Knightley.

That afternoon Emma decided she must tell Harriet the news
when she called, before she heard it from Miss Bates or someone
else. But it started to rain and Harriet did not come at her usual
time. When she arrived later, the first thing she said was, ‘Oh
Miss Woodhouse, what do'you think has happened?”’ i

Emma thought at once that Harriet knew about Mr Elton, I!
but it was a different story that she told.

‘It started to rain as I was walking through Highbury so I :
decided to wait in one of the shops until the rain stopped. And -
who do you think came into the shop?’

3

, i
Emma could not guess but she could see how excited Harriet
was.
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‘Elizabeth Martin and her brother! I did not know what to do.
I was sitting near the door and Elizabeth saw me immediately,

- but he did not because he was busy with the umbrella. Then they
* both went to the other side of the shop and I kept sitting there —

! could not go away because of the rain. At last he saw me and
they whispered together for a lictle and then, Miss Woodhouse,
what do you think?’

Harriet stopped for breath and Emma said, ‘I really do not
know Harriet, do tell me’

“They came across to me and we shook hands and stood
malking for some time. Then I saw that the rain had nearly
sopped so [ said I must go.

*And now here you are

“Miss Woodhouse, I did not want it to happen, but it was so
mice to speak to them again. Did I do the right thing?’ asked
Harriet.

Emma thought about it. As Harriet was so pleased to see Mr
Martin again she might not be too upset at the news about Mr
£hon, so the meeting must be a good thing.

“You behaved perfectly, Harriet. Now it is over and, as a first
meeting, it can never happen again.

For some time Harriet could not talk about anything except
e Martins and Emma was right. The news about Mr Elton did
mot shock her so very much after all.

Chapter 4 Frank Churchill Appears

Mr Elton returned to Highbury a happy man. It was not long
before everyone knew about his future wife. Her name was
Augusta Hawkins and she came from a family with money. Ten
thousand pounds was the rumour in Highbury.

Emma only saw him once or twice before he went to Bath
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again, but Harriet always secemed to see him, or hear his voice.
Everyone said he looked very much in love and when she heard
that, Harriet became more unhappy.

One day when they were shopping in Highbury, Emma and
Harriet met Mr and Mrs Weston.

“We have just been sitting with your father, said Mr Weston. -

“We wanted to tell you the good news. Frank is coming tomorrow
and staying for a whole fortnight. We had a letter this morning

‘And we shall soon bring him over to Hartfield, said Mrs
Weston.

|

They were both very happy and Emma was delighted. She-g
hoped Mr Elton might be talked about less when Frank

Churchill arrived in Highbury and was looking forward to
meeting him at last.

L

The next morning, Emma was in her bedroom when she heard
voices downstairs and when she walked into the drawing room,
there sat her father with Mr Weston and his son. Mr Weston
introduced her and explained that Frank had come a day earlier
than they thought.

He was a very handsome man and he looked sensible and
friendly. She felt immediately that she would like him. As they
talked together, Frank asked Emma about herself and Highbury.
Did she like walking and riding? Was it a pleasant society in
Highbury? Did they have musical evenings? And dancing — were
there balls? They talked about Mrs Weston and Frank said how
much he liked her already.

Emma looked at Mr Weston and could see what he was
thinking. He had wanted to see them as a couple.

After some time, Mr Weston said they must go because he had
business in Highbury and Frank said he might spend the time
visiting some people he knew a little.
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‘Miss Jane Fairfax and I met last summer in Weymouth. Do
you know the family she lives with?’

Of course Mr Woodhouse was delighted to give Frank
Srections to find Mrs Bates’s house.

“Miss Fairfax is a beautiful woman and a brilliant musician,
waid Emma and Frank agreed but with a very quiet “Yes’

“Her aunt will talk to you without stopping, she continued,

~ but they will make you very welcome’

And so they left, but the next morning Mr Frank Churchill
went to Hartfield to see Emma again, this time with Mrs Weston.
All three walked together into Highbury and had a very pleasant
morning. The more Emma talked to Frank the more she believed
Mr Knightley had been wrong about him. :

They stopped to look at the Crown Inn, a hotel in Highbury,
4od Mrs Weston told Frank about the ballroom there. He was
wnmediately interested, although Emma said it was not used for
Salls any more. Frank looked through the windows and said it
was a beautiful room and should be used again.

“You must arrange it, Miss Woodhouse,’ he said, and Emma

Ssughed at the idea.

L4

Emma’s good opinion of Frank was shaken a little the next day
when she heard he had gone to London just to have his hair cut.
There was nothing wrong with that, except that it did not seem
wery sensible. But generally, everyone in Highbury seemed to
whnk Frank was a very good young man. Everyone except Mr
Kanightley. He was not surprised to hear about Frank’s trip to
London and said he thought it was a silly thing to do.

That evening, Frank returned to Randalls from London. He
had had his hair cut and laughed at himself for doing it. He was
mot ashamed and Emma began to think there was nothing wrong
m it after all.
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There was other news in Highbury that was more important.
Some neighbours, Mr and Mrs Cole, were going to hold a dinner
party. The Coles had a large and beautiful house. There was
always music there, and there might possibly be dancing.

On the night of the party, Emma’s carriage arrived at the
Coles’ house behind Mr Knightley’s.

‘I am surprised to see your carriage, she said, ‘you usually walk

or ride everywhere. But this is more suitable for a gentleman so
now [ shall really be very happy to walk into the same room with
you!’

Mr Knightley laughed at her and they went in to the party
together.

At dinner, Emma sat next to Frank and they talked together
about society in Highbury. Jane Fairfax sat across the table from
them, wondering what they were talking about. Emma wondered
whether other guests thought she and Frank were a special couple.
After dinner, when he joined the ladies in the drawing room, he

came across the room and sat next to Emma again. She began to

realise that his life with his aunt and uncle was very boring.

“We never see anyone new and never have parties. My aunt is
often ill and it is difficult for her to let me go away from home
on my own.

Harriet and some other young ladies were invited to arrive after
dinner and Emma was happy to see Harriet looking pretty and
confident when she came into the room. Frank spoke to Jane for a
short time and was polite and friendly to Miss Bates. Before he
could get back to his seat next to Emma, Mrs Weston had taken it.

‘I have just made a little plan,’ said Mrs Weston. ‘How do you
think Miss Bates and her niece came here tonight?’ she asked.

‘I suppose they walked.

‘Exactly. I suddenly thought it was not a very good idea for

Jane to walk home late on a cold night, so Mr Weston suggested |
to Miss Bates that we should take them in our carriage. But she |
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Jane Fairfax sat across the table from them,
wondering what Emma and Frank were talking about.

wsd Mr Knightley had already offered his. I wonder if that is why
S used his carriage.You know he usually walks.

“Yes, that is typical of him, said Emma. “You know how kind
Be always 1s’

“But perhaps it is more than kindness. The more I think about
% the more [ am sure that [ have made a match between Miss
Fairfax and Mr Knightley!”

“Dear Mrs Weston! How could you think of such a thing? Mr
Kmightley must not marry! Isabella’s son should have the family
Bouse after him. No, no I cannot agree to Mr Knightley’s
marrying. And I am sure it is not at all likely to happen,’ whispered
Emma. ‘And Jane Fairfax too, of all women!”she added.

‘She has always been a favourite with him,’ said Mrs Weston.
"And I cannot see anything unsuitable in the match’

Emma would not listen. ‘Mr Knightley does not want to
marry. Why should he? He is happy by himself with his farm and
his sheep and his library”




‘But if he really loves Jane Fairfax ...’

‘No, no, you are quite wrong. Believe me, this is not a good
match, or a possible one; Emma replied.

They talked a little more and then, when Emma looked
around, she saw that Frank was sitting with Jane. At that moment,
Mr Cole asked Emma to play the piano and sing. She agreed but
after two songs she invited Jane to play. Emma sat down and
looked across at Mr Knightley. He was listening very carefully to
Jane, and Emma started to wonder about what Mrs Weston had
said.

When Jane finished her songs somebody suggested dancing
and the room was quickly prepared. Mrs Weston sat at the piano
and immediately Frank took Emma’s hand and led her to the
centre of the room.

While the other couples were getting ready Emma looked
round for Mr Knightley. She knew he did not like dancing and if
he danced with Jane Fairfax, it might possibly mean something.
But she saw he was talking to Mrs Cole and another man had
asked Jane to dance.

Emma enjoyed dancing with Frank and was sorry that there
were only two dances before someone said it was getting late and
they all ought to go home.

Frank took Emma to her carriage.

‘Perhaps it was a good thing we had to stop, he said. ‘Soon 1
would have had to ask Miss Fairfax and she does not dance as
well as you. Dancing with you was wonderful, he told her as they
said goodnight.

Chapter 5 Mors Elton Comes to Highbury

The evening at Mr and Mrs Cole’s house had been a very happy
one. Emma looked back on it and smiled and so did Frank
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L hurchill. He had enjoyed the dancing so much that all the next
v he was thinking of how to arrange more.

When Mr Woodhouse and Emma called at Randalls the next
ewening, he told Emma his idea.

“The dancing we started at the Coles’ could be finished here at
Sandalls; he said, ‘with the same people and the same musician —
what do you think?’

They thought it was a good idea. Mr and Mrs Weston were
Suppy to use their house and Mrs Weston said she would play the
msic as long as they wanted to dance. Together, they added up
e number of couples and then looked at the size of the two
sowens at Randalls that could be used.

“Five couples — is the room big enough?’

“Perhaps the other room . .."

“Should we also invite Miss Cox? And Miss Gilbert? And her
sousns?’

Soon the five couples had become ten and Randalls was
“essunly not big enough for that. If it was so crowded, nobody
wemld dance, they decided.

Frank did not give up the idea though, and by the middle of
e next day he was at Hartfield to suggest another plan to Emma
ad her father.

“What do you think of having our little ball at the Crown
Ban?" he asked.

They discussed the idea and decided it was a possibility. The
wsom was much bigger and there was another room for
dmner.

"My father and Mrs Weston are at the Crown at this moment,
“woking at the rooms,’ said Frank. “They would like you to join
#hem and give your opinion.

Mr Woodhouse stayed at home but Frank and Emma went
smmediately to the Crown.

Emma and Mrs Weston thought the room was a little dirty
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although Mr Weston and Frank did not agree. Someone
suggested asking Miss Bates to come and look, and Frank went
across to her house. Miss Bates and Jane came and looked at the
rooms and listened to the plan. Yes, they agreed, the Crown wasu
the best place for the dance and they all spent the next half an
hour walking from room to room and talking about the ball.

The only other thing to arrange was that Frank must write tou
his aunt and uncle to tell them he was staying in Highbury for{
another few days.

As people heard the news about the ball they were very
excited. Jane Fairfax told Emma she was looking forward to it
and Harriet talked about it a lot. Mr Knightley was the only one
of Emma’s friends who did not seem interested.

Unfortunately, a few days before the ball a letter came from:
Mrs Churchill. She was very ill, it said, and Frank must return

home immediately. Emma was very upset when she heard the
news. All their plans for the ball were ended and Frank was goin
away.

He came to Hartfield to see Emma and her father before h
left for home.

‘Of all the most horrible things, saying goodbye is the worst;
he said to Emma. He looked very unhappy. |

“You will come again,’ she replied. -

‘But I cannot say when. I shall certainly try, and then we shal
have our ball”

‘And now there is no time to say goodbye to Miss Bates and
Miss Fairfax before you go, said Emma.

‘I did call there on my way here. Just for three minutes,” h
said. ‘My father will be here very soon and then I must leave
immediately. Miss Woodhouse, it has been a wonderful
fortnight. I shall think of you all and dear Highbury. Mrs Weston
has said she will write with all the news, but until I can be here
againe
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He stopped and looked at Emma and she thought, ‘He must
peally be in love with me’

He was just going to speak again when his father arrived with
s Woodhouse behind him and there was only time to shake her
Sund and say goodbye before he left.

It was a sad change for Emma.They had met almost every day
woa Frank had been in Highbury and now Emma’s life seemed
wery quiet. That night she wrote in her diary, I suppose I am in love
wetk him. I think about him a lot and everything is so very boring
washout him. .

Mr Knightley was not sorry to see Frank go, but he was sorry
e Emma was upset.

“You have so few opportunities for dancing, Emma. You are
seally very much out of luck; he said to her.

L

That night she wrote in her diary, I suppose I am in
love with him. I think about him a lot and everything is
so very boring without him.
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In lj.me, Emma told herself_ ShC was Only a htﬂe in love With E? And [he gardens! When my bmthcr comes to visit us, we

Frank. She was happy to hear about him from Mrs Weston and all come to see your gardens, Miss Woodhouse

~ Emma liked her even less than before and Mr Elton had very
opportunity to speak ac all.

I there a musical society in Highbury, Miss Woodhouse? Do
play?’ she asked.

~ Emma said she did.

W% must start a little music club. It will be so amusing, don't
think?’

. Betore she could answer, Mrs Elton continued, ‘We have just
from Randalls. What lovely people Mr and Mrs Weston
#e s quite a favourite of mine already! Mrs Weston was your
I think?’

Esma did not have time to reply.

~ ' kmew that and so I was a little surprised to find that she is
o8 » lady And who do you think arrived while we were there?’
asked.

- Eama could not think of anybody to suggest.

“Baughtley! Knightley himselfl Was it not lucky? A very good
of Mr E5! And I like him already. Knightley 1s quite the

2

see his letters but she was not really unhappy without him. Soon
she thought of him as only a dear friend. In his first letter he had
spoken about Harriet.

‘Please say my goodbye to Miss Woodhouse’s beautiful little
friend.

Now that Emma was not in love with Frank herself, a little
idea started to grow in her mind. She told herself not to think
about it because, after Mr Elton, she knew match-making was a
dangerous thing. But once the idea had come into her mind, she
could not completely forget it.

Almost as soon as Frank Churchill left Highbury Mr Elton
and his new wife arrived and suddenly everyone was talkin
about them. Harriet was unhappy about meeting them an
talked about it a lot. :

They first saw Mrs Elton at church but soon after Emm
decided she and Harriet must call on her at her home.

Emma did not really like Mrs Elton. She seemed a little too
comfortable, in a new place with new people. She was not very
elegant, Emma thought. She dressed well and was pretty, but she %
- Buppily, it was then time for Mr and Mrs Elton to leave.
could breathe again.

did not seem a lady.
When Mr Elton came into the room he looked very

uncomfortable, but Emma thought it was really bad luck for him. “What an awful woman, she thought. ‘A very rude woman.

. she called him!"A music club! And she was surprised
Mrs Weston was a lady! I do not like her at all”
Woodhouse was kinder.

A very pretty young woman, he said, ‘but she speaks a little
s quickly. It hurts the ear’

“Dear Papa, said Emma. “You are too kind!

He had married Augusta, he had wanted to marry Emma, and
Harriet had wanted him to marry her. And now they were all in
the same room at the same time.
The visit was short and, in time, Mr and Mrs Elton returned it
by visiting Hartfield. :
There, Mrs Elton talked a lot about her brother and sister and
their house. She said it was a lot like Hartfield.

: == : : : *
‘This room is just like their drawing room! Do you agree
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During the next few weeks, Emma did not see anything to
change her opinion of Mrs Elton. She was rude and though
herself very important, but Mr Elton seemed happy and proud o
her. Emma wondered whether it was just because of the ten
thousand pounds. Mrs Elton seemed to know Emma did not like
her so she stayed away from Hartfield. But she became very
interested in Jane Fairfax and decided Jane needed her help as a
introduction into good society. Emma felt very sorry for Jane,
who was more elegant than Mrs Elton could ever be.

One afternoon at Randalls, Emma, Mrs Weston and Mr
Kmightley were discussing Jane.

‘Why does she stay here so long?’ wondered Emma. ‘She
could go home to the Campbells and I cannot understand wh
she prefers to be here month after month’

‘If she stays, she will have to see Mrs Elton a lot of the time
and I cannot believe she will like that; said Mrs Weston. ‘Bul
perhaps she likes to be away from her aunt and grandmother
Shought Mr Knightley might be angry with her if he thought
s Mrs Weston were match-making him with Jane, but she was

swrprised to see that he seemed a little amused by the idea.

occasionally’
Mr Knightley agreed. ‘And if there 1s no other person to be
with . .." he said, looking at Emma.
‘I know how much you like Jane Fairfax. Perhaps you like her
she and Mrs Weston were match-making him with Jane,
W was surprised to see that he seemed a little amused by the

more than you realise,; Emma said to him.
‘Oh — I see what you are thinking of. I am sure Miss Fairfax
would not have me if I asked her, and I am also sure I will never
ask her,’ he replied.
Mrs Weston touched Emma’s foot with hers.
Mr Knightley continued. ‘So, you have decided that I shoulc
marry Jane Fairfax, have you?’

4 Bke Jane Fairfax, of course. But I have never thought of
wn love with her. Not once, he said.

A%er he had left, Emma said to Mrs Weston, ‘Now, what do
#hink about Mr Knightley marrying Jane Fairfax?’

My dear Emma, | think he tries too hard to tell us he is not in
match-making and I had no idea of trying it with you. Yo with her. I would not be surprised if he was. I may be right
would not come and sit with us in this comfortable way if youl& e end.” Mrs Weston replied.

‘Not at all; said Emma. “You were angry with me before for

were married.
Emma thought Mr Knightley might be angry with her if he
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‘How delightful for him to come back to Highbury now
there is a new neighbour to meet, she said.

excellent room now that we have these wonderful lights!’

When everyone had arrived, Mr Weston and Mrs Elton led

forward for the first dance. Emma was delighted to see so

people dancing and knew she was going to enjoy the

w. bur she was sad to see that Mr Knightley did not dance.

wood with some of the older men and looked quite serious

when Emma caught his eye and then he smiled at her. She

i was a pity he did not like either dancing or Frank

il 2 litde better.

. st two dances before dinner had almost started and Harriet
S parmer. She was the only young lady sitting down. Until

. #e numbers had been equal and Emma could not understand

% happened, but then she saw Mr Elton walking about. He

st sk Harriet if he did not have to and Emma thought he
: escape into the card room. But she was wrong.

o0 stood in front of the place where Harriet was sitting

Wied 1o other people, but he did not even look at her.

' W3S quite near and when Mrs Weston came and spoke to

b Beard every word.

% are not dancing, Mr Elton?’ she asked.

anly will, if you will dance with me.

Ok no, I was thinking of a better partner for you

* Mss Gilbert! Well, I am an old married man now and my

e days are almost over, but 1 will be happy to dance with

Sl :

'_ % Gilbert does not dance, but there is a certain young lady

‘Sanith is not dancing,’ Mrs Weston explained.

s Smith, he said, I did not see her. If only I were not an

sried man! But I must be excused, Mrs Weston. I am afraid

ing days are over.’

Weston said no more and Emma felt angry and upset for

She saw Mr Elton walk away and watched him and his

smile at each other.

o

Emma thought about Frank after the party and hoped that he
might perhaps come back to Highbury less in love with her than
before. She knew she must look carefully to see if this was true,
then she could decide how to behave. She did not have to wait
long.

As soon as the Churchills arrived in Richmond, Frank rode to
Highbury for the day. He was certainly very pleased to see
Emma, but she was sure he loved her less. He was as happy to talk
and laugh as always, but after only fifteen minutes at Hartfield he
hurried away to see other friends in Highbury.

This was his only visit for ten days, although he wrote to Mrs
Weston and said they must now decide on a date for the ball and
he would certainly be there.

*

The day of the ball came. Emma and Harriet travelled together
to the Crown Inn and arrived just after the group from Randalls.
Frank was obviously happy to be with Emma again but he spen
a lot of time walking to the door and back and listening for the
sound of other carriages.

Soon some friends of Mr Weston’s arrived, then Mr and Mrs
Elton. Somebody said it was raining and Frank immediately went
to look for umbrellas.

“We must not forget Miss Bates, he said. ‘T will see that she
does not get wet, and he went to the door and waited there. He
soon came back with Miss Bates and Jane Fairfax.

‘So very kind, said Miss Bates. ‘Not enough rain to worry
about, but we must think of Jane, of course ... well!’ she stopped
as she saw into the ballroom. “Well! This is certainly brilliant!

34 35




The next time Emma looked she saw a happier sight as Mt && that moment Mrs Weston called them in to start the

Knightley led Harriet to the dance. Emma felt very grateful te oo again. ‘Come, Emma, they are all lazy! You must start!’

Mr Knightley and when she looked for Mr Elton she saw himi 88 & your partner?” Mr Knightley asked Emma.

going into the card room and hopéd he felt foolish. "W of you will ask me; she replied. “We are not exactly
Emma did not have an opportunity to talk to Mr Knightle and sister after all!’

until after dinner. Seher and sister — certainly not, he said, and they walked

‘They wanted to hurt both you and Harriet,” he said. “Why are e ballroom together.

they your enemies?’

‘They cannot forgive me because I wanted Mr Elton to mar -
Harriet, she replied. “You were right about Mr Elton. I made Chapter 7 The Trip to Box Hill
serious mistake.’ she said.

‘I think he has made a bigger one, he replied. ‘Harriet has
some excellent qualities and she is very pleasant and easy to talk

to. Unlike Mrs Elton!’

with Mr Knightley was one of Emma’s favourite
of the ball. She was also glad they both thought the
W% M and Mrs Elton and their insult to Harriet. It seemed
# Blessen’s eyes had suddenly opened at the ball and she now
W Ehon differentdy. Emma walked in the garden the
#er the ball and decided it would be a happy summer
® out of love, Frank not too much in love and Mr
mot arguing with her!

W not going to call at Hartfield that morning because
% o straight back to Richmond. So, as Emma was just
Sk into the house, she was very surprised to see him
“eough the gates, with Harriet. Harriet looked white
Stsened and he was obviously trying to calm her. Soon
wese all in the house and Harriet immediately fainted.
fetched some water and slowly Harriet became a little
and was able to tell her story.

%ad been out with a friend and they were walking along the
sod Road, when they suddenly met a group of gipsies. A
wsked the girls for money and they were both very frightened.
% friend ran away, but before Harriet could follow her, more
“hildren arrived and were all round her. She thought if she

The next time Emma looked she saw a happier sight
as Mr Knightley led Harriet to the dance.
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gave them some money they would go away but the opposi
happened and suddenly she was surrounded by a lot of gipsies.

* At that moment, Frank came along the road on his way bac
to Richmond. He saw what was happening, saved her ar
brought her to Hartfield. When he was sure Harriet felt better,

continued on his journey home.

In half an hour, the news was all over Highbury and everyo
heard what had happened. Mr Knightley went with some oth
men to find the gipsies but they had already gone.The story soc
became unimportant, but Emma remembered how worrie
Frank had been about Harriet and how she had held onto
arm. She began to have stronger hopes for them both.

About a fortnight later, Emma and Harriet were talkir
together and Emma said something about people gettin
married. To her surprise, Harriet replied, ‘I shall never marry’

‘I hope this is nothing to do with Mr Elton, replied E

and Harriet denied it at once.

‘No, of course not. It is someone much better”

Emma understood at once. Harriet meant Frank Churc
and she was unhappy because she knew he came from a ve
good family and could not think of marrying her.

‘I am not surprised about this Harriet. The way he saved yd
was enough to warm your heart, but you are right. You must ni

hope for too much.

‘He was wonderful, Miss Woodhouse! When I remember ho
I felt at the time — and then I saw him coming towards

Suddenly I was happy again, said Harriet.

‘But strange things have happened before, Harriet. You m
see how he behaves with you to know how much he really liki
you. We made a mistake before because we hoped for too mu
This time we will be more careful and not even speak his nam

said Emma.

38

had never liked Frank Churchill and as time went
liked him more. He began to think that, while Emma
W 20 be his special favourite, he also had a liking for Jane
Nothing was said to make him think this, but once or
Bad seen a certain look pass between them. Emma was
#iend and he knew he must say something to her about
mot believe it at all and was amused by the idea so he
but it worried him.
4 trip was arranged by Mrs Elton to Box Hill, a
place in the countryside. It was going to be a simple
only one or two servants and a picnic. A few days
#ip. one of the Eltons’ carriage horses hurt his leg and

ssmoving, Knightley, Mrs Elton said. “What can we do?
T s perfect, too”

#nd ear my strawberries. They are ready now and you
Borses to travel that distance” He meant it as a joke
thought it was a delightful idea.

" she said. ‘T will arrange food and guests. Just name

_ ¢ certainly did not want her to arrange anything
b could do it himself.
1 shall bring Jane and her aunt and you can ask the
s W wall walk around your gardens, pick strawberries
wer trees, just like a gipsy party! It will be very pleasant
walked in Mr Knightley’s gardens on the day of the
hum and Harriet standing together away from the
¢ was a litdde surprised, but pleased to find them in
1. She joined them and they walked together for a

ston had invited Frank but by lunch time he still had
od and Mrs Weston began to be worried about him.
had lunch in the house and then afterwards went into
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the garden again. Still there was no sign of Frank. Emma stayed Mes Frank became much happier and more amusing, and Emma
the drawing room with Mr Woodhouse for a time because it v Be was trying very hard to win her heart. They talked and

too hot for him to be outdoors. She was just walking through tis o sogether, although the rest of the group did not join in.
hall when Jane Fairfax suddenly came in through the door. SBE S 4ee the only people speaking, she whispered to him. ‘It is
looked as if she wanted to escape from something and she w S s 1o entertain seven silent people’

surprised to see Emma. ' - W can we do to make them talk?’ whispered Frank. Then

‘Will you be so kind, she said, ‘when they ask about me, to sa Bl = 1dea.
have gone home? My aunt does not realise how long we have bed = Wales and gentlemen, I am ordered by Miss Woodhouse to

here and I think I should go back to see my grandmother now’ W wou must each say something to entertain her. You can
It was a long walk to Highbury and Emma wanted to ord S wery clever thing, two quite clever things or three very

her carriage, but Jane did not want this. ‘I would like to walk,'s #ngs, and she promises to laugh at them all!”

said as she left. - W el said Miss Bates, ‘then I need not worry. I shall be sure

Not long after, Frank arrived. His aunt had been ill again, & e very boring things as soon as I open my mouth!”
could not stop herself. ‘But there may be a difficulty —
e oedy say three things, no more.

Sses did not immediately understand, but when she did,

said. He was quite annoyed because he had not been at the pa
and Jane had already gone home.

The Eltons’ horse was better and they had already decided
make their trip to Box Hill the next day.

“You must come with us, Emma said to Frank, who was sti
little angry. At first he said he did not want to ride fig
Richmond again the next day, but then changed his mind a
said to her, ‘If you wish me to join the party, [ will!

+

It was a wonderful sunny day for the trip to Box Hill and
should have been a happy party, but it was not. They separat
too much into groups — the Eltons walked together,
Knightley went with Miss Bates and Jane, and Frank looked aft
Emma and Harriet. Mr Weston tried all day to make them con — -
together but he could not.

Emma was bored. She had never seen Frank Churchill
silent and stupid. He said very little and did not seem to listen W% they all sat down together for their picnic lunch
Sevame much happier and more amusing, and Emma thought

he was trying very hard to win her heart.

anything she said, and Harriet was quiet because he was quiet.
When they all sat down together for their picnic lunch it
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three, she said quietly.

Mr and Mrs Elton stood up and said they did not like game
like that and they were going for a walk, and soon Mr Knightley
Jane and her aunt followed them. Frank became louder and more
annoying until he began to give Emma a headache. When t

also rather silly”
‘She is not your equal, Emma. She is not rich and clever lik
you and I was ashamed of you for speaking to her like that. And

done, Emma.Very badly done’

Mr Knightley walked away to his horse and Emma climbe
into her carriage. She felt angry with herself and ashamed. S
thought she must say something to Mr nghtley and looke
back, but he had already gone.

The journey home to Hartfield did not make her feel bette
Harriet was tired and silent and as Emma remembered what sh

she looked very hurt and embarrassed. The others were all silent
‘Ah, yes, I see what she means. I will try not to say more thar

servants came to say the carriages were ready she was quit
As Emma was waiting for her carriage, Mr Knightley joine
her. He looked around to see if they were alone, then said
‘Emma, | must speak to you. How could you be so cruel to
Emma remembered and was sorry but tried to laugh abo
‘Tt was not so bad and she probably did not understand me

‘She certainly did. You were very rude to her and you ha

‘Miss Bates is a very good woman, but you know that she

was worse because you said it in front of other people. Bad

had said to Miss Bates, tears ran down her face.
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Chapter 8 A Secret Engagement

ght about the trip to Box Hill all evening. Maybe the
party had enjoyed it, but she could only think of Miss
S angry Mr Knightley had been with her. She knew she
wrong and she was certain she would never do it again.
2o call on Miss Bates the next morning.

went early, and as she walked into the room she just
W 2 see Jane go out of the opposite door.

wery happy to see you, Miss Woodhouse, Miss Bates
Emma thought her voice was not quite as friendly

S8 asked about Jane.

h has an awful headache; she told her. She has been
% all morning — to the Campbells and to her other
- H be so sad when she goes, but it is a very good
$or her, you know’

s surprised. “Where 1s Miss Fairfax going?’ she asked.
Sealindge — three delightful lictle girls to look after.
of Mr Elton’s. Jane will be just like Mrs Weston was
wour sister. She finally decided to go yesterday
we were at Mrs Elton’s house. A lovely evening,

& she going?’
wthun a fortnight. My dear mother does not like
% saad Miss Bates sadly.
_ » batle longer and then walked home.

¢ serwved Mr Knightley was at Hartfield and he
sersous than usual.
20 see you before I went away, Emma. I am going to
Qend a few days with John and Isabella. I have been
1t for some time.
thought he looked as if he had not forgiven her. He
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stood, ready to go but not going, and Mr Woodhouse chose t o hus father about something, a young lady he is in love

moment to ask her how Mrs and Miss Bates were. .t

Mr Knightley suddenly appeared to be pleased with her.
took her hand and she at first thought he might kiss it, but he I
it go again. Then he left immediately.

Emma felt happier now that they were friends again. He

thought first about herself, then Harriet.

Frank and Jane Fairfax have been secretly engaged since
s i Weymouth last October, she said.

B Was very surprised.

father said he had been there for half an hour and she thoughi  Sastax! So they were engaged before either of them
“What a pity I did not come home sooner!’ B Eghbury!’
The next day brought news from Richmond. Mrs Churchi a8 mobody knew about it. We are very upset by the way he

Frank’s aunt, had suddenly died. Mr and Mrs Weston we
shocked and Emma wondered how Frank’s life might chang

specially to you, Emma. We cannot excuse him for

& ot worry about me. When we first met I did think
ssracuve, said Emma, ‘And I thought I was in love
Bt for at least the last three months I have not felt at

now. Perhaps he would be able to marry Harriet if he wante
to. Emma still hoped for this, but it was too soon to make ar
plans.

Emma’s first wish at this time was not for Harriet but for Jan
She wanted to be a friend to her now, before it was too late an
she went away to Mrs Smallridge.

She wrote to her and invited her to come to Hartfield for tf
day. Jane thanked her for her invitation but refused. Emma hea
that she was not feeling well and thought an hour or two in t

was much happier then and called her husband

- our wish that you should love each other and we
i Since this morning we have felc very upset for

wery wrong. He might have made me love him,
Jane? She is going to Mrs Smallridge now ...’
know about that, Emma. It was only when he
e decided to tell his uncle and then come here;
“And Mr Churchill was happy with the match.
_, ~Swechall was alive there was no hope of them
! they can’

Wl Be 2 good wife for him, said Emma. ‘I congratulate

countryside might help, so she offered to call in her carriage or
day. Jane replied that she was not well enough to go out, b
when Harriet said she had seen Jane out walking only th
morning, Emma had no doubt. Jane did not want any kindne
from her, and she was very, very sorry.

4

One morning, about ten days after Mrs Churchill had died,
Weston called at Hartfield and asked Emma to go back
Randalls with him. ‘Mrs Weston must see you alone, he said.
Emma could not guess what might be so urgent and wh
they arrived Mr Weston left them alone together.
‘Frank has been here this morning, said Mrs Weston. ‘He car

had to do a difficult thing — tell Harriet before she
t it in Highbury.

pet had just come home when Emma arrived.

w Woodhouse — isn't the news very strange?’

44 45




“What do you mean? What news?’ coming back to Highbury very soon and until then,

‘About Jane Fairfax and Frank Churchill. They have been sesded, she and Harriet had better not meet.
secretly engaged and are now going to be married. I just saw ¢ Wesson wisited Jane Fairfax and she told Emma about it
Weston and he said you already knew. r

Harriet certainly did not look upset, and Emma did not
understand it.

¢ ey decided to go to Mrs Smallridge because she
: was in love with you and they could never marry.
‘Did you ever suspect that he loved her?’ asked Harriet.
‘Of course not. I let you hope for him.

‘Me? I have never hoped for Frank Churchill!”
‘Harriet, what do you mean?’

has spoken to him again and the secret is out, she
She said you were very kind to her recently when
wand Mrs Weston.
she s happy now, and very sorry if [ sometimes hurt
e gt Emma replied.
s there was a storm and it continued all night.
W gusetly with her father and it reminded her of the
# M Weston's wedding day. Then Mr Knightley had
W wwon after tea and made them feel happier, but
Sifferent now. Mrs Weston had told Emma she
W 2 baby. so they were probably going to see less
At first Harriet looked confused, then she said, ‘I remember od Frank were getting married and might not live in
the conversation, but I was thinking of something very different }

o Mr Knightley and Harriet married she would
at the time. The night of the ball when Mr Elton- would not dearest friends to each other. There might not
dance with me and there was no other partner in the room ..’

when Mr Knightley just walked into Hartfield
‘Good God!’ cried Emma. “You are speaking of Mr Knightley!
This 15 an awful mistake.

‘I know we agreed not to speak his name, but I do not
understand how you could have made this mistake. [ spoke of
someone much better than Frank Churchill!

Emma sat down and tried to keep calm.

‘Let us be very clear, Harriet. I remember you saying how you
felt when he saved you from the gipsies — I am certain I did not
imagine it.

#% wd and could not sleep that night. The bad
Harriet did not think so. e morning but in the afternoon it stopped
‘He is kind and sweet to me. And you said yourself, strange .

things have happened before.
Suddenly Emma realised why it was so much worse now that

Harriet was in love with Mr Knightley and not Frank Churchill.

It cut through her like a knife. She would be unhappy if Mr

Knightley married anyone except herself!

The rest of the day and the next night she did not stop
thinking about it. How long had she loved Mr Knightley? Ho
could she be happy now without him?

W out and it was summer again.
™

sapter 9 Three Weddings

Emma was walking in the garden when she
come through the gate. She did not know he
4 w Highbury and she was thinking of him and
B8 ¢ exactly that moment. She was beginning to believe he
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might really love Harri
rriet and the
The y may perhaps
quiEterYt}:alked about Isabella and John but I\I:[rng_ry one day.
= aboa:lt ;jml_. Emma wondered whether he wa lghciley =
- arriet but found it difficult to k nted to talk
‘Wre to make conversation pl
e have some surprisi ;
ol prising news — e
Miss Fairf a wedding.
e .a1 ax and Frank Churchill. I have al :
? he replied. ave already heard about
Emma immediat
ely thought h
o ght he had been to A
5 e to Hairtﬁeld and she had told hi ‘Iilee H.arf]et el
at you know?’ she asked. m. “How 1s it possible

3
MT We
- st,on wrote to me on business and h
is letter, he explained. e told me the news

ou a P y e p 2
babl not as sur llsed as we were ou su pecte 1t
Y I'e pro Y 18 S d
bCfOIE alld tIlEd to warmn me. Elllma Slglled. But I W ld t

]he fa”e{;‘d db(?ut j ab‘e“d and on but h vas quieter ‘han “S"ai
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listen to you. L seem to have been blind about &
Nothing was said for a few minutes, then Mr

her hand and pressed it to his heart. .
‘Dear Emma, time will help you forget him, he sad.™

will soon be gone’
have misunderstood. | am SOTEY for

“You are very kind, but you
things 1 did and tried to do, but I never loved Frank Churchill and

he did not love me. He was only trying to hide his love for Jane

and I just enjoyed being with him. It was not love, said Emma.

There was suddenly a great difference in Mr Knightley. He
ht there be a chance for me?’

held her hand tightly. ‘Emma, mig
Emmma was so surptised she could not speak.
‘If your answer is “No” please tell me now, Emma. I cannot
tell you everything 1 feel for you. If I Joved you less | might be
able to talk about it more. he continued. ‘But you know what 1

am, everything I say to you is true; And 1 tell you now, my dear,

that T have always loved you!

Emma had never been h
loved him too. As they kissed she th
Harriet and was glad she had not sai

about her.
They went into the house

appier. She told him then that she
ought, just for a moment, of
d anything to Mr Knightley

and had tea with Mr Woodhouse

but, for the present, ¢aid nothing to him about their love. After
Mt Knightley had gone, Emma wrote to Isabella and suggested
she invited Harriet to London. She thought it would be a good
idea if Harriet went away from Highbury for a short time so they

did not see each other for a few weeks.
Later that day, Mr Knightley returned to Hartfield. He wanted
he was worried that Mr

to ask Emma to marry him but
Woodhouse would be very upset if Emma left Hartfield and

went to live in Mr Knightley’s house.
‘I could not leave him. said Emma.
“We could all live in my house, he suggested.
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AS Eh(_’)' klssed Sh- g

e thou ht J f(’ arrier a”d
- » ust ra ”'lonlef”, 0 H
was glﬂa She ‘Iad not ‘ia’tti aﬂ)’i_hlﬂg fo Ml Kf”ghfﬂﬂy ab:f” he'.

‘He would be ve
: .
= y unhappy if he had to leave Hartfield. said

‘Then there is onl
o v one o :
all live in Hartfield. aizwven, ety Knightlep \We minst
It was a . .
good idea and E :
before speaki mma said she would thi :
more deprahmg = h‘_:r father. The more she though . ab'out -
sad was [l_lg tfjul the idea became. The only !:hin!jt;laboUt o
. ;rrlet. If she was still in love with Mgr KaF e
e ¢ a part of the happy picture in Emma® nightley, she
r Harriet. Emma kne a’s mind.
she could for. 2ol there was going to be a d
e mucﬁez N;lr Knightley, but it was not likely toab:y g 1o
= 0 hope that even Harriet could be i L
H than three men in one year s
arriet was invited to L :
ondon as planned
and, before Harri
et

left, Emma w
’ rote to her and i
wanted to marry explained that she and Mr Knightley

MrWoodhouse’s carriage took Harriet to lsabeflas [y

| fter she had gone, Emma felt more comfortable. Now she coslid

enjoy Mr Knightley’s visits without feeling guilty. She was sure

that Harriet could Gind interesting things to do and there may be

people to mect in London fo help her forget all that had

happened.
Emma told her father she and Mr Knightley were going to get
all going to live in Hartfield. Mr

married -and: they =Were
at first he was 2

Woodhouse did not like changes in his life and
little shocked.

‘We will always be here
change for you, and you know how much yo
Knightley; she said. Emma talked to him about it a litdle longer and
he soon saw that they could all be happy together and it was really
quite a good plan. ‘Perhaps in a year Or tWO .. . he said.

The news spread quickly and generally people 10 Highbury
thought it was a Very good match, except for Mr and Mrs Elton.
She had never liked Emma and thought it was terrible that they

would all live together at Hartfield.
‘¢ will not work. It is a shocking idea’ she said to her

husband.
He just said, ‘She probably always meant to catch Knightley if

she could’

to look after you, Papa. Nothing will
u enjoy talking to Mr

L4

About two weeks later, Mr Knightley called at Hartfield one

morning as usual and told Emma, ‘T have something to tell you —

some news.
‘Good or bad?’ she asked.
] think it is good, but [ am afr

is about Harriet Smith.
Emma could not think what had happened o her.

‘She is going to mMarry Robert Martin, he said.

aid you will not agree with me. It
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‘Good God, that is impossible so soon . .. how do you know
this?”

‘Robert Martin told me himself, half an hour ago.You do not
like the idea, I can see. But in time you will grow to like him as
much as I do,’ he said.

‘I'am not unhappy at all, just very surprised. Tell me the whole.
story. How did it happen?’ asked Emma.

Mr Knightley told her he had sent Robert to London with a
message for John, and at his house he met Harriet again.

‘The family were going out together that evening and they
asked Robert to join them. During the evening he told Harriet
he still loved her and she agreed to marry him, he said.

‘I hope they will be very happy together; said Emma, with 2
smile.

‘Have you changed your mind about him?’

‘I think I have. I hope so, because I was a fool before.

‘T have also changed my mind about her; said Mr Knightley. ‘T
used to think she was a silly girl, but the more I talked to her the
more I saw that she is kind and sensible. I sometimes thought you
must wonder why I had suddenly started to spend time talking to
Harriet] he continued, ‘but I wanted to get to know her and
understand why you liked her so much. They will make a good
match’ :

Emma agreed and was very glad that her friend was now as
happy as she was.

That afternoon, Emma and her father drove to Randalls. Mrs
Weston was alone in the drawing room when they arrived but
they had only just sat down when they saw a group of people in
the garden.

‘Frank arrived here this morning and he has Jjust come back in
the carriage with Miss Fairfax, her aunt and her grandmother.
They are coming in now; Mrs Weston said.

The little group came into the drawing room with Mr
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nk and Jane again.

lked together, Frank said to Emma,
cct us. Once, | nearly told you
: ) forgive me for the way |
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3

While the rest of the Party ta
‘] am surprised you dlccli ;u})lt sn;syou -

: e id 1 se l
buLI Lza:gii?); know | was wrong and 1 only did it becau
behaved to .

could see you had no thoughts ’Oimsa;;;aﬁzlso Vehaed badlR
: i forgive, she 5aic.
“There is nothing to
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ain, h S d, al o Lo ear that
yOU. alld Mr Knlghtley are EUgaged. You \'\llu be VEIy happy, [ am

sure of it.
¢

d back in Highbury and Cfﬂled on
1d her she felt a litde foolish now

ey,and Emma was pleased to see

The next day, Harriet arriv

i iately. She to
Emma immediate :
when she thought of M_r Knightl -
that she loved Mr Martin very much.
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VEI’Y soon Robelt 1} W V1 ed to art
3 M¢ I‘till as ln -t €. (1 G'V()Od}l
Mr K = : H ﬁ ]d dar Elllma | = Y . .
Saw that 111 ’] 1t Ie y ]lad l)e 1 N te Ottﬂlgh >

and kl]ld dnd lle d O do bt Elll B y
S 1’121 n d u at Hal riet was alW’l S going to
i .g g

= e
e e W The only problem was making Emma’s father agree with them
o loved her.

that October was a good time for the wedding. Mr ‘Woodhouse

. thought it was too soon and suggested they wait a little longer
' but something happened to change his mind.

. Mrs Weston's chickens were all stolen from the chicken house
one night and the same thing happened to other people in

' Highbury. Mr Woodhouse was Very worried about this. He said
he would be nervous {n his house after John and Isabella had

'~ gone back to London if there was 10 other man at Hartfield to
look after him. John had to return to London by the end of the
first week in November 5o it was finally agreed that the wedding

Before the end of September, Harri
o . Harriet and Robert i
. gI:tlgel;)]b::ry Cihurch by Mr Elton — the lasth(/)l; i:g t‘ly;rere
e qfdg; and the first to be married. =
e ;nd Erank Churchill had planned their weddi
e mn?a and Mr Knightley thought Oct :Jn‘g
e or theirs. Isabella and John were goi -
teld at that time and they could loglcc)m?t %
ok after Mr

must be arranged for October.

Emma and Mr Knightley’s wedding was 2 simple one. Mrs
Elton had not been invited and so her husband described it to
her. She thought it sounded very plain and was nothing
compared to her own wedding.

' But the small group of true friends who were invited were
delighted by it, and Emma and Mr Knightley were perfectly and

completely happy-

The small
small group of true friends wi s
were deli . : 10 were invited fo tf ;
ighted by it and Emma and Mr Kﬂighﬂe}'(um’; wc:rd”;g
perjectty

and completely happy.
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